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1. World Heritage Property Data  

1.1 - Name of World Heritage Property  

The Sassi and the Park of the Rupestrian Churches of Matera  

1.2 - World Heritage Property Details  

State(s) Party(ies) 

 Italy 

Type of Property 

cultural  

Identification Number 

670  

Year of inscription on the World Heritage List 

1993  

1.3 - Geographic Information Table  

Name Coordinates 
(latitude/longitude) 

Property 
(ha) 

Buffer 
zone 
(ha) 

Total 
(ha) 

Inscription 
year 

The Sassi and 
the Park of the 
Rupestrian 
Churches of 
Matera 

40.666 / 16.61  1016 4365 5381 1993 

Total (ha) 1016 4365 5381  

1.4 - Map(s)  

Title Date Link to 
source 

Perimetrazione del sito UNESCO Sassi di Matera e 
della zona tampone, scale 1:20,000 

27/06/2005 
 

Comment 

A more complete version of the maps that do not imply any 
modification of boundaries or other data about the property is 
available. 

1.5 - Governmental Institution Responsible for the 
Property  

 Adele Cesi  
Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Culturali  
Funzionario  
Ufficio Patrimonio Mondiale UNESCO, Segretariato 
Generale - Servizio 1  

Comment 

Ministero dei Beni e delle Attività Culturali e del Turismo 
Francesca Riccio Funzionario Ufficio Patrimonio Mondiale 
UNESCO, Segretariato Generale - Servizio 1 Via del Collegio 
Romano, 27 00186 Roma Italy Telephone: +39 06 67232140 
Fax: +39 06 67232105 Email: francesca.riccio@beniculturali.it  

1.6 - Property Manager / Coordinator, Local Institution / 
Agency  

 Salvatore Adduce  
Municipality of Matera  
Sindaco  

Comment 

Since 1987 it has been constituted the Sassi Office of the 
Municipality of Matera that directly deals about the territory 
management of the Unesco Site in collaboration with the 
Managing Agency of the Rupestrian Churches Park instituted 
by the Regional Law of Basilicata in 1998. 

1.7 - Web Address of the Property (if existing)  

1. Comune di Matera (only in Italian) 

1.8 - Other designations / Conventions under which the 
property is protected (if applicable)  

2. Statement of Outstanding Universal Value  

2.1 - Statement of Outstanding Universal Value / 
Statement of Significance  

Comment 

The Statement of Outstanding Universal Value has been 
revised in compliance with the new format, based on the 
Decision 34 COM 10B.3 of the World Heritage Committee in 
2007. It is currently subject to the evaluation of Advisory 
Bodies 

2.2 - The criteria (2005 revised version) under which the 
property was inscribed  

(iii)(iv)(v)  

2.3 - Attributes expressing the Outstanding Universal 
Value per criterion  

2.4 - If needed, please provide details of why the 
Statement of Outstanding Universal Value should be 
revised  

The Statement of Outstanding Universal Value has been 
revised in compliance with the new format, based on the 
Decision 34 COM 10B.3 of the World Heritage Committee in 
2007. It is currently subject to the evaluation of Advisory 
Bodies 

2.5 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to Statement of Outstanding Universal Value  

3. Factors Affecting the Property  

3.14. Other factor(s)  

3.14.1 - Other factor(s)  

http://www.comune.matera.it/
https://whc.unesco.org/download.cfm?id_document=101316


Periodic Report - Second Cycle   Section II-The Sassi and the Park of the Rupestrian Churches of 
Matera  
 

Page 2  
Monday, October 13, 2014 (8:55:33 PM CEST)  
Periodic Report - Section II-The Sassi and the Park of the Rupestrian Churches of Matera  
World Heritage Centre  

3.15. Factors Summary Table  

3.15.1 - Factors summary table  

  Name Impact Origin 

3.1 Buildings and Development 

3.1.3  Industrial areas    
  

   
  

3.1.5  Interpretative and visitation facilities 
 

   
   

   

3.2 Transportation Infrastructure 

3.2.4  Effects arising from use of transportation infrastructure    
  

   
 

   

3.3 Services Infrastructures 

3.3.2  Renewable energy facilities    
 

   
 

   
 

3.3.4  Localised utilities    
 

   
 

   
 

3.4 Pollution 

3.4.5  Solid waste    
  

   
 

   

3.5 Biological resource use/modification 

3.5.3  Land conversion 
 

   
 

   
  

3.5.4  Livestock farming / grazing of domesticated animals 
 

   
 

   
  

3.5.5  Crop production 
 

   
 

   
 

   

3.6 Physical resource extraction 

3.6.2  Quarrying    
  

   
 

   

3.7 Local conditions affecting physical fabric 

3.7.6  Water (rain/water table)    
    

   

3.8 Social/cultural uses of heritage 

3.8.1  Ritual / spiritual / religious and associative uses 
 

   
 

   
 

   

3.8.2  Society's valuing of heritage 
 

   
   

   

3.8.4  Changes in traditional ways of life and knowledge system    
     

3.8.5  Identity, social cohesion, changes in local population and community    
     

3.9 Other human activities 

3.9.2  Deliberate destruction of heritage    
     

3.10 Climate change and severe weather events 

3.10.2  Flooding    
 

   
  

   

3.11 Sudden ecological or geological events 

3.11.2  Earthquake    
 

   
   

3.11.6  Fire (widlfires)    
 

   
   

3.13 Management and institutional factors 

3.13.3  Management activities 
 

   
 

   
 

   

Legend 
Current Potential Negative  Positive  Inside  Outside  

3.16. Assessment of current negative factors  

3.16.1 - Assessment of current negative factors  

 Spatial scale Temporal scale Impact Management 
response 

Trend 

3.1 Buildings and Development 

3.1.3 Industrial areas restricted  on-going minor  medium capacity  static  

3.2 Transportation Infrastructure 

3.2.4 Effects arising from use of 
transportation infrastructure 

localised  on-going significant  low capacity  decreasing  

3.4 Pollution 

3.4.5 Solid waste restricted  intermittent or sporadic  minor  medium capacity  static  

3.6 Physical resource extraction 
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 Spatial scale Temporal scale Impact Management 
response 

Trend 

3.6.2 Quarrying restricted  on-going minor  medium capacity  static  

3.7 Local conditions affecting physical fabric 

3.7.6 Water (rain/water table) widespread one off or rare  minor  medium capacity  static  

3.8 Social/cultural uses of heritage 

3.8.4 Changes in traditional ways of life 
and knowledge system 

widespread on-going significant  low capacity  static  

3.8.5 Identity, social cohesion, changes in 
local population and community 

widespread on-going significant  low capacity  static  

3.9 Other human activities 

3.9.2 Deliberate destruction of heritage restricted  one off or rare  minor  medium capacity  decreasing  
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3.17. Comments, conclusions and / or 
recommendations related to factors affecting the 
property  

3.17.1 - Comments  

The next required actions will have to adjust the transit and 
vehicles parking even on weekdays; prevent the abandonment 
of wastes in areas not yet recovered; complete the 
delocalization of the batching plant; improve the outflow of 
abundant rainfalls in order to avoid the surface runoff and 
subsequent flooding; sensitize the students to the knowledge 
and safeguard of the site; increase the monitoring to prevent 
acts of vandalism on the rupestrian heritage. 

4. Protection, Management and Monitoring of the 
Property  

4.1. Boundaries and Buffer Zones  

4.1.1 - Buffer zone status  

There is a buffer zone 

4.1.2 - Are the boundaries of the World Heritage property 
adequate to maintain the property's Outstanding 
Universal Value?  

The boundaries of the World Heritage property do not limit 

the ability to maintain the property's Outstanding Universal 
Value but they could be improved 

4.1.3 - Are the buffer zone(s) of the World Heritage 
property adequate to maintain the property's Outstanding 
Universal Value?  

The buffer zones of the World Heritage property do not limit 
the ability to maintain the property's Outstanding Universal 
Value but they could be improved 

4.1.4 - Are the boundaries of the World Heritage property 
known?  

The boundaries of the World Heritage property are known by 
the management authority but are not known by local 
residents / communities / landowners. 

4.1.5 - Are the buffer zones of the World Heritage property 
known?  

The buffer zones of the World Heritage property are known by 
the management authority but are not known by local 
residents / communities/landowners. 

4.1.6 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to boundaries and buffer zones of the World 
Heritage property  

It is currently being assessed the possibility of an adapting of 
the boundaries of buffer zones. 

4.2. Protective Measures  

4.2.1 - Protective designation (legal, regulatory, 
contractual, planning, institutional and / or traditional)  

The whole site’s area is protected by general Italian Laws 
enforceable throughout the national territory as well as laws 

specifically drawn up and exclusively enforceable on the 
site.  As far as the zone of the Sassi Quarters is concerned, 
the enforceable law is number 771/1986 that aims at the 
“preservation and architectonic, urban, environmental and 
economic restructuring of the Sassi Quarters of Matera and 
the protection of the overlooking Murgia Plateau”. 
With regards to the Park, the enforceable Regional law is L. 
number 11/1990 for the “Establishment of the archaeological, 
historical, natural park of Rock Churches”. Legislative Decree 
number 42/2004 “Cultural Heritage and Landscape code” is 
enforceable on all artistic, historical, archaeological and 
monumental heritage and on areas of landscape and natural 
interest on the site. 
Over 60% of the real estate belonging to the Sassi Quarters is 
the property of the Italian Government and therefore protected 
by Legislative Decree. In 1998 the procedures to transfer 
these real estate in concession to the Local Government of 
Matera for 99 years was completed. The Municipality of 
Matera can also transfer them in concession through 30 year 
agreements to private individuals and/or organisations and 
associations that request them and agree to bear the 
restoration expenses through the benefit of rent reduction. At 
the present about 30% of the state properties available have 
been transferred in sub-concession from the local 
government. 

Periodic Reporting Cycle 1 (2001-2006) Section 2  

Source: Periodic Reporting Cycle 1 (2001-2006) 
Submitted on Friday, October 28, 2005 

 Question 6.02 

The whole site’s area is protected by general Italian Laws 
enforceable throughout the national territory as well as laws 
specifically drawn up and exclusively enforceable on the 
site.  As far as the zone of the Sassi Quarters is concerned, 
the enforceable law is number 771/1986 that aims at the 
“preservation and architectonic, urban, environmental and 
economic restructuring of the Sassi Quarters of Matera and 
the protection of the overlooking Murgia Plateau”.  

With regards to the Park, the enforceable Regional law is L. 
number 11/1990 for the “Establishment of the 
archaeological, historical, natural park of Rock Churches”.  
Legislative Decree number 42/2004 “Cultural Heritage and 
Landscape code” is enforceable on all artistic, historical, 
archaeological and monumental heritage and on areas of 
landscape and natural interest on the site. 

4.2.2 - Is the legal framework (i.e. legislation and / or 
regulation) adequate for maintaining the Outstanding 
Universal Value including conditions of Integrity and / or 
Authenticity of the property?  

The legal framework for the maintenance of the Outstanding 
Universal Value including conditions of Authenticity and / or 
Integrity of the World Heritage property provides an adequate 
or better basis for effective management and protection 

4.2.3 - Is the legal framework (i.e. legislation and / or 
regulation) adequate in the buffer zone for maintaining 
the Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Integrity and / or Authenticity of the property?  

An adequate legal framework for the maintenance of the 
Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Authenticity and / or Integrity of the World Heritage property 
exists but there are some deficiencies in implementation 

4.2.4 - Is the legal framework (i.e. legislation and / or 
regulation) adequate in the area surrounding the World 

/?cid=75&perrep_page=2&language=en&currprgrf=II.06&prevprgrf=&id£1£1=127
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Heritage property and buffer zone for maintaining the 
Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Integrity and / or Authenticity of the property?  

The legal framework for the area surrounding the World 
Heritage property and the buffer zone provides an adequate 
or better basis for effective management and protection of 

the property, contributing to the maintenance of its 
Outstanding Universal Value including conditions of 
Authenticity and / or Integrity 

4.2.5 - Can the legislative framework (i.e. legislation and / 
or regulation) be enforced?  

There is acceptable capacity / resources to enforce legislation 

and / or regulation in the World Heritage property but some 
deficiencies remain 

4.2.6 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to protective measures  

Both the core and the buffer zone are safeguarded by the 
General Provisions of the Sassi Recovery, by the Framework 
Plan of the Park of Rupestrian Churches and by the General 
Plan of the Municipality of Matera. These plans are 
periodically updated to adapt them to the requirements of 
protection, safeguarding and development. 

4.3. Management System / Management Plan  

4.3.1 - Management System  

The levels of public authority who are primarily involved with 
the management of the site are national; regional; local 
(Municipality of Matera, the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and 
Activities, the territorially competent branch offices of the 
Ministry itself, the Basilicata Region and the Managing Body of 
the Rock Churches). 
The management is under traditional protective measures or 
customary law (consensual management). 
A Management plan has been implemented since December 
1988. The last revision occurred in December 2005 and 
further to it a revised management plan was adopted in 
December 2006.  The conservation and rehabilitation works in 
the Sassi Quarters are regulated by the “biennial programmes 
of implementation” established under Law. It is to be expected 
that an “Action Plan” for the entire site will be drawn up on the 
basis of the UNESCO’s guidelines and MiBAC’s methods. 
Responsible for over-seeing the implementation of the 
management plan and monitoring its effectiveness are the 
Biennial Programmes and the General Restructure Plan, 
which have been developed by the Sassi Office with the 
professional advice of external consultants; furthermore, the 
Plan for the Park has been developed by the Technical Office 
of the park’s managing body. 

Periodic Reporting Cycle 1 (2001-2006) Section 2 

Source: Periodic Reporting Cycle 1 (2001-2006) 
Submitted on Friday, October 28, 2005 

 Question 5.04 Plans in place to set up a "steering group:  

 During the drawing up of the management plan a 
coordinating core will be established to direct the 
development of the site. For this purpose an agreement is 
planned to be drawn up between the Municipality of 
Matera,  the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities, the 
territorially competent branch offices of the Ministry itself, the 
Basilicata Region and the Managing Body of the Rock 
Churches.  

 Question 5.05 

Overall management system of the site 

o Management under protective legislation 

o Management under traditional protective 
measures or customary law 

o Consensual management 

4.3.2 - Management Documents  

Comment 

The management tools in force currently in the Site area are: 
the General Plan, the General Predictions of the recovery of 
Sassi, the Framework Plan of the Rupestrian Churches, the 
Framework Plan for the Cultural Systems of Municipal Area. 
The management bodies of the Site have signed an 
agreement of understanding for the processing of the 
Management Plan, that is undergoing completion. 

4.3.3 - How well do the various levels of administration 
(i.e. national / federal; regional / provincial / state; local / 
municipal etc.) coordinate in the management of the 
World Heritage Property ?  

There is coordination between the range of administrative 
bodies / levels involved in the management of the property but 
it could be improved 

4.3.4 - Is the management system / plan adequate to 
maintain the property's Outstanding Universal Value ?  

The management system/plan is only partially adequate to 

maintain the property's Outstanding Universal Value 

4.3.5 - Is the management system being implemented?  

The management system is only partially being implemented 

4.3.6 - Is there an annual work / action plan and is it being 
implemented?  

No annual work / action plan exists 

4.3.7 - Please rate the cooperation / relationship with 
World Heritage property managers / coordinators / staff of 
the following  

Local communities / residents Fair  

Local / Municipal authorities Fair  

Indigenous peoples Not applicable 

Landowners Fair  

Visitors Fair  

Researchers Poor  

Tourism industry Fair  

Industry Fair  

4.3.8 - If present, do local communities resident in or near 
the World Heritage property and / or buffer zone have 
input in management decisions that maintain the 
Outstanding Universal Value?  

Local communities have some input into discussions relating 

to management but no direct role in management 

4.3.9 - If present, do indigenous peoples resident in or 
regularly using the World Heritage property and / or buffer 

/?cid=75&perrep_page=2&language=en&currprgrf=II.05&prevprgrf=&id£1£1=127
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zone have input in management decisions that maintain 
the Outstanding Universal Value?  

Indigenous peoples have some input into discussions relating 

to management but no direct role 

4.3.10 - Is there cooperation with industry (i.e. forestry, 
mining, agriculture, etc.) regarding the management of 
the World Heritage property, buffer zone and / or area 
surrounding the World Heritage property and buffer 
zone?  

There is little or no contact with industry regarding the 

management of the World Heritage property, buffer zone and / 
or area surrounding the World Heritage property and buffer 
zone 

4.3.11 - Comments, conclusions and / or 
recommendations related to human resources, expertise 
and training  

It''s necessary to improve the involvement of the local 
community in the management processes of the Site, also to 
raise public awareness about the importance of the Site. It''s 
essential to build a management structure that involves all the 
key stakeholders managers to harmonizing and coordinating 
the actions of conservation and enhancement. 

4.3.12 - Please report any significant changes in the legal 
status and / or contractual / traditional protective 
measures and management arrangements for the World 
Heritage property since inscription or the last Periodic 
report  

The regulatory framework doesn''t have undergone any 
significant change, the approval of the General Recovery 
provisions allowed a refinement of some aspects of the 
interventions implementation in the Sassi. The drafting of the 
Management Plan has been a good opportunity for the 
relations development between the different actors, 
responsibles for the management.  

4.4. Financial and Human Resources  

4.4.1 - Costs related to conservation, based on the 
average of last five years (relative percentage of the 
funding sources)  

Multilateral funding (GEF, World Bank, etc) 0% 

International donations (NGO´s, foundations, etc) 0% 

Governmental (National / Federal) 20% 

Governmental (Regional / Provincial / State) 70% 

Governmental (Local / Municipal) 9% 

In country donations (NGO´s, foundations, etc) 0% 

Individual visitor charges (e.g. entry, parking, camping fees, etc.) 1% 

Commercial operator payments (e.g. filming permit, concessions, 
etc.) 

0% 

Other grants 0% 

4.4.2 - International Assistance received from the World 
Heritage Fund (USD)  

4.4.3 - Is the current budget sufficient to manage the 
World Heritage property effectively?  

The available budget is inadequate for basic management 

needs and presents a serious constraint to the capacity to 
manage 

4.4.4 - Are the existing sources of funding secure and 
likely to remain so?  

Existing sources of funding are not secure 

4.4.5 - Does the World Heritage property provide 
economic benefits to local communities (e.g. income, 
employment)?  

There is some flow of economic benefits to local communities 

4.4.6 - Are available resources such as equipment, 
facilities and infrastructure sufficient to meet 
management needs?  

There are little or no equipment or facilities despite an 

identified need 

4.4.7 - Are resources such as equipment, facilities and 
infrastructure adequately maintained?  

There is little or no maintenance of existing equipment and 

facilities or no equipment and facilities, despite an identified 
need. 

4.4.8 - Comments, conclusion, and / or recommendations 
related to finance and infrastructure  

It needs find a steady annual financial source in order to plan 
actions in the control and maintenance of the site area. Other 
financings must be intercepted to carry out specific projects for 
the preservation and enhancement of the Site heritage. 

4.4.9 - Distribution of employees involved in managing the 
World Heritage property (% of total)  

Full-time 100% 

Part-time 0% 

4.4.10 - Distribution of employees involved in managing 
the World Heritage property (% of total)  

Permanent 100% 

Seasonal 0% 

4.4.11 - Distribution of employees involved in managing 
the World Heritage property (% of total)  

Paid 100% 

Volunteer 0% 

4.4.12 - Are available human resources adequate to 
manage the World Heritage property?  

Human resources are inadequate for management needs 

4.4.13 - Considering the management needs of the World 
Heritage property, please rate the availability of 
professionals in the following disciplines  

Research and monitoring Poor  

Promotion Poor  

Community outreach Non-existent  

Interpretation Poor  

Education Non-existent  

Visitor management Poor  

Conservation Good  

Administration Poor  

Risk preparedness Non-existent  

Tourism Poor  
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Enforcement (custodians, police) Poor  

4.4.14 - Please rate the availability of training 
opportunities for the management of the World Heritage 
property in the following disciplines  

Research and monitoring Not available  

Promotion Medium  

Community outreach Not available  

Interpretation Not available  

Education Not available  

Visitor management Not available  

Conservation Medium  

Administration Medium  

Risk preparedness Not available  

Tourism Medium  

Enforcement (custodians, police) Not applicable 

4.4.15 - Do the management and conservation 
programmes at the World Heritage property help develop 
local expertise?  

No capacity development plan or programme is in place; 

management is implemented by external staff and skills are 
not transferred 

4.4.16 - Comments, conclusions and / or 
recommendations related to human resources, expertise 
and training  

There is no development plan for the staff capacities internal 
to the individuals responsible for the management. There is no 
plan for the transfer of skills developed from current staff to 
new subjects able to provide replacement in the future. 

4.5. Scientific Studies and Research Projects  

4.5.1 - Is there adequate knowledge (scientific or 
traditional) about the values of the World Heritage 
property to support planning, management and decision-
making to ensure that Outstanding Universal Value is 
maintained?  

Knowledge about the values of the World Heritage property is 
sufficient for most key areas but there are gaps 

4.5.2 - Is there a planned programme of research at the 
property which is directed towards management needs 
and / or improving understanding of Outstanding 
Universal Value?  

There is a small amount of research, but it is not planned 

4.5.3 - Are results from research programmes 
disseminated?  

Research results are shared with local participants and 
some national agencies 

4.5.4 - Please provide details (i.e. authors, title, and web 
link) of papers published about the World Heritage 
property since the last Periodic Report  

4.5.5 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to scientific studies and research projects  

4.6. Education, Information and Awareness 
Building  

4.6.1 - At how many locations is the World Heritage 
emblem displayed at the property?  

In many locations and easily visible to visitors 

4.6.2 - Please rate the awareness and understanding of 
the existence and justification for inscription of the World 
Heritage property amongst the following groups  

Local communities / residents Average  

Local / Municipal authorities within or adjacent to the 
property 

Excellent  

Local Indigenous peoples Not applicable 

Local landowners Average  

Visitors Average  

Tourism industry Average  

Local businesses and industries Average  

4.6.3 - Is there a planned education and awareness 
programme linked to the values and management of the 
World Heritage property?  

There is no education and awareness programme, despite 

an identified need 

4.6.4 - What role, if any, has designation as a World 
Heritage property played with respect to education, 
information and awareness building activities?  

World Heritage status has partially influenced education, 

information and awareness building activities 

4.6.5 - How well is the information on Outstanding 
Universal Value of the property presented and 
interpreted?  

The Outstanding Universal Value of the property is adequately 
presented and interpreted but improvements could be made 

4.6.6 - Please rate the adequacy for education, 
information and awareness building of the following 
visitor facilities and services at the World Heritage 
property  

Visitor centre Poor  

Site museum Poor  

Information booths Adequate  

Guided tours Adequate  

Trails / routes Adequate  

Information materials Adequate  

Transportation facilities Poor  

Other Adequate  

4.6.7 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to education, information and awareness building  

The activities that affect the education, the information and the 
awareness concerning the Site are sporadic and 
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uncoordinated and they don''t often produce any relapse on 
the local community.  

4.7. Visitor Management  

4.7.1 - Please provide the trend in annual visitation for the 
last five years  

Last year Minor Increase  

Two years ago Minor Increase  

Three years ago Minor Increase  

Four years ago Minor Increase  

Five years ago Minor Increase  

4.7.2 - What information sources are used to collect trend 
data on visitor statistics?  

Accommodation establishments 

4.7.3 - Visitor management documents  

4.7.4 - Is there an appropriate visitor use management 
plan (e.g. specific plan) for the World Heritage property 
which ensures that its Outstanding Universal Value is 
maintained?  

There is some management of the visitor use of the World 

Heritage property 

4.7.5 - Does the tourism industry contribute to improving 
visitor experiences and maintaining the values of the 
World Heritage property?  

There is contact between those responsible for the World 
Heritage property and the tourism industry but this is largely 
confined to administrative or regulatory matters 

4.7.6 - If fees (i.e. entry charges, permits) are collected, do 
they contribute to the management of the World Heritage 
property?  

The fee is collected, but it makes no contribution to the 

management of the World Heritage property 

4.7.7 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to visitor use of the World Heritage property  

4.8. Monitoring  

4.8.1 - Is there a monitoring programme at the property 
which is directed towards management needs and / or 
improving understanding of Outstanding Universal 
Value?  

There is a small amount of monitoring, but it is not planned 

4.8.2 - Are key indicators for measuring the state of 
conservation used to monitor how the Outstanding 
Universal Value of the property is maintained?  

Information on the values of the World Heritage property is 
sufficient to define key indicators, but this has not been 
done 

4.8.3 - Please rate the level of involvement in monitoring 
of the following groups  

World Heritage managers / coordinators and staff Poor  

Local / Municipal authorities Poor  

Local communities Poor  

Researchers Non-existent  

NGOs Not applicable 

Industry Non-existent  

Local indigenous peoples Not applicable 

4.8.4 - Has the State Party implemented relevant 
recommendations arising from the World Heritage 
Committee?  

No relevant Committee recommendations to implement 

4.8.5 - Please provide comments relevant to the 
implementation of recommendations from the World 
Heritage Committee  

4.8.6 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to monitoring  

4.9. Identification of Priority Management Needs  

4.9.1 - Please select the top 6 managements needs for the 
property (if more than 6 are listed below)  

Please refer to question 5.2 
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5. Summary and Conclusions  

5.1. Summary - Factors affecting the Property  

5.1.1 - Summary - Factors affecting the Property  

 World Heritage criteria 
and attributes affected 

Actions Monitoring Timeframe Lead agency (and 
others involved) 

More info / comment 

3.1  Buildings and Development 

3.1.3 Industrial 
areas 

Criterion (v): The town 
and park represent an 
outstanding example of a 
traditional human 
settlement and land-use 
showing the evolution of 
a culture which has 
maintained over time a 
harmonious relationship 
with its natural 
environment.  

Mediation with the 
company owners for 
the delocalization of an 
industrial plant.  

Control on the plant 
activity, the situation 
is stationary.  

Times not 
determinable.  

Municipality of 
Matera and the Park 
Managing Body of 
Rupestrian 
Churches.  

A batching plant, 
previous to the site 
inclusion in the WHL, 
falls within the core 
area; the negotiations 
with the owners for 
relocation are under 
way.  

3.2  Transportation Infrastructure 

3.2.4 Effects arising 
from use of 
transportation 
infrastructure 

Criterion (v): The town 
and park represent an 
outstanding example of a 
traditional human 
settlement and land-use 
showing the evolution of 
a culture which has 
maintained over time a 
harmonious relationship 
with its natural 
environment.  

In the Sassi, the 
parking of vehicles is 
reserved mainly to the 
residents but there are 
areas where parking is 
permitted for vehicles 
of no residents, with an 
excessive presence of 
vehicles.  

The monitoring is 
continuous, the 
situation is slowly 
improving.  

Definite times for 
problem resolution are 
not predictable.  

Municipality of 
Matera.  

In the Sassi the 
available spaces for 
parking are few and 
quite often busy, they 
were realized of 
parking outside the site 
but they are distant 
and little-used. The 
stationary vehicles in 
the Sassi area worsen 
the perception of the 
sitee.  

3.6  Physical resource extraction 

3.6.2 Quarrying Criterion (v): The town 
and park represent an 
outstanding example of a 
traditional human 
settlement and land-use 
showing the evolution of 
a culture which has 
maintained over time a 
harmonious relationship 
with its natural 
environment.  

There are 3 quarries of 
different companies 
that manufacture 
materials used for 
construction equipment 
(tufa stone, gravel, 
clay). The tuff is 
essential for recovery 
interventions in the 
Sassi, other materials 
are used from the 
nearby cement plant.  

The monitoring is 
continuous but the 
situation is 
stationary.  

The times for the 
solution depend on the 
renewal of 
concessions issued by 
region of Basilicata..  

Basilicata Region.  The extraction of the 
tuff for building has 
characterized the 
UNESCO site 
throughout the 
centuries. The ancient 
quarries fall within the 
core zone, the smallest 
in the Sassi, in the 
park the largest caves 
of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth century.  

3.7  Local conditions affecting physical fabric 

3.7.6 Water 
(rain/water 
table) 

Criterion (iv): The town 
and park constitute an 
outstanding example of 
an architectural ensemble 
and landscape illustrating 
a number of significant 
stages in human history.  

Regimentation of 
stormwater and 
remaking of the 
disposal networks.  

The monitoring is 
constant, the 
situation is slowly 
improving.  

Definite times for 
problem resolution are 
not predictable.  

Municipality of 
Matera  

In the Sassi the more 
frequent and intense 
rains cause floods and 
damage to already 
renovated buildings, 
the buildings not yet 
restructured may 
undergo structural 
failure or even partial 
collapses..  

3.8  Social/cultural uses of heritage 
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 World Heritage criteria 
and attributes affected 

Actions Monitoring Timeframe Lead agency (and 
others involved) 

More info / comment 

3.8.4 Changes in 
traditional 
ways of life 
and 
knowledge 
system 

Criterion (iii): Matera''s I 
Sassi and park represent 
an outstanding example 
of a rock-cut settlement, 
adapted perfectly to its 
geomorphological setting 
and its ecosystem and 
exhibiting continuity over 
more than two millennia. 
Criterion (iv): The town 
and park constitute an 
outstanding example of 
an architectural ensemble 
and landscape illustrating 
a number of significant 
stages in human history. 
Criterion (v): The town 
and park represent an 
outstanding example of a 
traditional human 
settlement and land-use 
showing the evolution of 
a culture which has 
maintained over time a 
harmonious relationship 
with its natural 
environment.  

No possible action.  The monitoring is 
continuous but the 
situation is slowly 
getting worse.  

Times for problem 
resolution are not 
predictable.  

Municipality of 
Matera and the Park 
Managing Body of 
Rupestrian 
Churches.  

The change of habits 
and lifestyle of the 
population is slowly 
changing the overall 
perception of the Site. 
The presence of 
residences and 
economic activities 
ensures the survival of 
the site but affects the 
meaning.  

3.8.5 Identity, social 
cohesion, 
changes in 
local 
population 
and 
community 

Criterion (iii): Matera''s I 
Sassi and park represent 
an outstanding example 
of a rock-cut settlement, 
adapted perfectly to its 
geomorphological setting 
and its ecosystem and 
exhibiting continuity over 
more than two millennia. 
Criterion (iv): The town 
and park constitute an 
outstanding example of 
an architectural ensemble 
and landscape illustrating 
a number of significant 
stages in human history. 
Criterion (v): The town 
and park represent an 
outstanding example of a 
traditional human 
settlement and land-use 
showing the evolution of 
a culture which has 
maintained over time a 
harmonious relationship 
with its natural 
environment.  

No action possible.  The monitoring is 
continuous but the 
situation is slowly 
getting worse.  

Times for problem 
resolution are not 
predictable.  

Municipality of 
Matera and the Park 
Managing Body of 
Rupestrian 
Churches.  

The inconvenience of 
living in the Sassi 
reduces the number of 
residences in favor of 
B & B and of 
commercial and tourist 
activities. In the 
coming years there 
could be a significant 
decrease of population 
with loss of the Site 
identity housing.  

5.2. Summary - Management Needs  

5.2.2 - Summary - Management Needs  

4.1 Boundaries and Buffer Zones 

 Actions Timeframe Lead agency (and others 
involved) 

More info / comment 

4.1.2 Boundaries 
could be 
improved 

An adjustment of site boundaries 
and of the buffer zone is 
expected.  

The time required by this action 
cannot be predicted.  

Municipality of Matera and the 
Park Managing Body of 
Rupestrian Churches, in 
cooperation with the structures of 
Ministry for the Heritage and 
Cultural Activity and Tourism.  

In some parts of the core areas 
there is not a buffer zone that 
needs to be redefined; we would 
like to extend the UNESCO site 
also to the Crypt of the Original Sin 
and to the archaeological sites of 
Timmari and Serra d''Alto that 
currently are excluded.  

4.4 Financial and Human Resources 

4.4.12 Human 
resources 
inadequate for 
management 
needs 

It plans to set up a specific 
UNESCO Office of the Municipality 
of Matera for proper management 
of the Site.  

The next six months parallel with 
the adoption of the Management 
Plan.  

Municipality of Matera  The establishment of the UNESCO 
Office will enable a better approach 
to management issues related to 
cultural and turistic aspects that 
currently can not be addressed by 
the staff mainly technical of the 
Sassi office.  



Periodic Report - Second Cycle   Section II-The Sassi and the Park of the Rupestrian Churches of 
Matera  
 

Page 11  
Monday, October 13, 2014 (8:55:33 PM CEST)  
Periodic Report - Section II-The Sassi and the Park of the Rupestrian Churches of Matera  
World Heritage Centre  

4.4.15 No capacity 
development 
plan or 
programme is 
in place 

After forming the UNESCO Office'' 
and valued the skills of the staff, 
will be identified the needs for 
capacity building and will be 
programmed the activities 
necessary to fill the gaps and 
constantly update the staff.  

12 - 18 months.  Municipality of Matera and the 
Park Managing Body of 
Rupestrian Churches.  

Since the UNESCO Office will be 
formed by internal staff of 
Administrations, responsible for 
managing, the skills transfer will be 
based on the normal turnover of 
staff.  

4.5 Scientific Studies and Research Projects 

4.5.2 Research in 
the property is 
not planned 

Drafting of Management Plan  On the next 6 months  Municipality of Matera and the Park 
Managing Body of Rupestrian 
Churches, other stakeholders.  

With the approval of the 
Management Plan they will start 
projects and specific studies about 
criticalities raised by the plan.  

4.7 Visitor Management 

4.7.4 Some 
management 
of visitor use 
of the property 
but this could 
be improved 

Increase the tourism promotion in 
the area and collaboration between 
the public and private sectors 
working in the tourism 
management  

The time required for this action is 
not predictable.  

Municipality of Matera.  The goal is to increase the 
cooperation between the Regional 
Company for Tourist Board, the 
tourist operators and local cultural 
associations, for improving the 
integration between the Site 
promotion, hospitality and offer of 
attractive cultural activities.  

4.8 Monitoring 

4.8.2 Key indicators 
have not been 
defined 

The indicators are provided in the 
the Management Plan.  

On the next 6 months  Municipality of Matera and the 
Park Managing Body of Rupestrian 
Churches, other stakeholders  

In the Management Plan the main 
criticalities and indicators to be 
monitored were identified to verify 
the correctness of implementation.  
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5.3. Conclusions on the State of Conservation of 
the Property  

5.3.1 - Current state of Authenticity  

The authenticity of the World Heritage property has been 
preserved 

5.3.2 - Current state of Integrity  

The integrity of the World Heritage property is intact 

5.3.3 - Current state of the World Heritage property’s 
Outstanding Universal Value  

The World Heritage property’s Outstanding Universal Value 
has been maintained. 

5.3.4 - Current state of the property's other values  

Other important cultural and / or natural values and the state 
of conservation of the World Heritage property are 
predominantly intact 

5.4. Additional comments on the State of 
Conservation of the Property  

5.4.1 - Comments  

6. World Heritage Status and Conclusions on 
Periodic Reporting Exercise  

6.1 - Please rate the impacts of World Heritage status of 
the property in relation to the following areas  

Conservation Very positive  

Research and monitoring Positive  

Management effectiveness Positive  

Quality of life for local communities and indigenous 
peoples 

Very positive  

Recognition Positive  

Education Positive  

Infrastructure development No impact  

Funding for the property Positive  

International cooperation Positive  

Political support for conservation Very positive  

Legal / Policy framework Very positive  

Lobbying Positive  

Institutional coordination Very positive  

Security Positive  

Other (please specify) Very positive  

6.2 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to World Heritage status  

The inclusion in the WHL generated positive effects on many 
factors regarding the Site and the city of Matera. The increase 
in international notoriety has significantly improved tourist 
flows for the benefit of the economic activities of the area. The 
coordination between the management bodies is improved; 
they have been refined the standards for the protect and 
restoration; it''s improved the perception that inhabitants have 
of the city; they have been started partnerships and 
exchanges with other Italian UNESCO sites. 

6.3 - Entities involved in the preparation of this Section of 
the Periodic Report  

Site Manager/Coordinator/World Heritage property staff 

6.4 - Was the Periodic Reporting questionnaire easy to 
use and clearly understandable?  

yes 

6.5 - Please provide suggestions for improvement of the 
Periodic Reporting questionnaire  

6.6 - Please rate the level of support for completing the 
Periodic Report questionnaire from the following entities  

UNESCO Fair  

State Party Representative Very good  

Advisory Body Fair  

6.7 - How accessible was the information required to 
complete the Periodic Report?  

All required information was accessible 

6.8 - The Periodic Reporting process has improved the 
understanding of the following  

The World Heritage Convention 

The concept of Outstanding Universal Value 

The property's Outstanding Universal Value 

The concept of Integrity and / or Authenticity 

The property's Integrity and / or Authenticity 

Managing the property to maintain the Outstanding Universal Value 

Monitoring and reporting 

Management effectiveness 

6.9 - Please rate the follow-up to conclusions and 
recommendations from previous Periodic Reporting 
exercise by the following entities  

UNESCO None  

State Party None  

Site Managers None  

Advisory Bodies None  

6.10 - Summary of actions that will require formal 
consideration by the World Heritage Committee  

 Statement of Outstanding Universal Value / 
Statement of Significance 

Reason for update: The Statement of Outstanding 
Universal Value has been revised in compliance with 
the new format, based on the Decision 34 COM 10B.3 
of the World Heritage Committee in 2007. It is currently 
subject to the evaluation of Advisory Bodies  

 Map(s) 

Reason for update: A more complete version of the 
maps that do not imply any modification of boundaries 
or other data about the property is available.  

6.11 - Comments, conclusions and / or recommendations 
related to the Assessment of the Periodic Reporting 
exercise  


